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Golf can be a vexing and cruel game that teaches us much about 

ourselves. In the end, as with most of life, success hinges on the 

character and spirit we possess. But how would our spirit endure if 

we suffered a career-threatening injury from a near-fatal car 

accident? How would our honor be preserved if we faced constant 

derision and racism both on and off the golf course? How would 

our character be revealed if cancer robbed us of the ability to play 

the game we loved? Would we give in to self pity, or persevere and 

keep going? 

 

In Trials and Triumphs of Golf’s Greatest Champions: A Legacy of 

Hope, Lyle Slovick has pulled together the inspirational stories of 

six golfers and a caddy whose strength of character sustained them 

against the physical and emotional trials that threatened both their careers and lives. In an era when many athletes 

have lost their luster as role models, the people in this book—Harry Vardon, Bobby Jones, Ben Hogan, Babe 

Didrikson Zaharias, Charlie Sifford, Ken Venturi, and Bruce Edwards—offer lessons in perseverance, dignity, 

humility, and faith. They had their flaws, to be sure. But when faced with a true test of will, all showed a strength 

that inspired those around them.  

 

The first book to gather the stories of these golfers into a single volume, Trials and Triumphs of Golf’s Greatest 

Champions offers a unique blend of characters who shared the same love for a game that gave them the courage and 

fortitude they needed to face whatever life threw their way.  

 

 

Lyle Slovick is a consultant for the United States Golf Association, a historian, and writer. He was the 

Assistant University Archivist at George Washington University in the Special Collections Department of the 

Gelman Library. Slovick is the author of the novel Three Days in Elysian Fields. He is also a Level I Affiliate 

Member of the U.S. Golf Teachers Federation, teaching beginning golfers the game since 2005 . 
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